
Update on legal compliance reporting 

Outcome requested: Audit and Risk Committee is asked to consider an update on 
legal compliance reporting. 

Executive Summary: Previous legal compliance reporting to Audit and Risk 
Committee has followed an approach and timing established 
several years ago under the HEFCE regulatory framework. 
There is now an opportunity to refresh and reinvigorate our 
approach in the context of the OfS regulatory framework 
alongside recent work to strengthen reporting on institutional 
compliance risks. The purpose of this paper is to generate 
discussion on the Committee’s preferred approach for legal 
compliance reporting going forwards. 

The Committee’s terms of reference in relation to legal 
compliance are: 

to consider an annual report on exceptions to legal and 
statutory compliance from the Executive, and request follow 
up action, including investigation and reporting where 
identified. 

In addition to reporting on compliance exceptions and issues, 
it is proposed that future reports include insights from a rolling 
programme of engagement between the University’s Legal 
Counsel and compliance leads. This could cover topics such 
as the effectiveness of controls, the compliance culture and 
institutional learning. The first report in this format would be 
brought to the Committee in March 2024. 
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Legal compliance reporting 
 
 
1. Previous legal compliance reporting to Audit and Risk Committee has followed an approach 

and timing established several years ago under the HEFCE regulatory framework. There is 
now an opportunity to refresh and reinvigorate our approach in the context of the OfS 
regulatory framework alongside recent work to strengthen reporting on institutional 
compliance risks. The purpose of this paper is to generate discussion on the Committee’s 
preferred approach for legal compliance reporting going forwards. 
 

2. The Committee’s terms of reference in relation to legal compliance are: 
 

to consider an annual report on exceptions to legal and statutory compliance from the 
Executive, and request follow up action, including investigation and reporting where 
identified. 

 
3. In addition to reporting on compliance exceptions and issues, it is proposed that future reports 

include insights from a rolling programme of engagement between the University’s Legal 
Counsel and compliance leads. This could cover topics such as the effectiveness of controls, 
the compliance culture and institutional learning. The first report in this format would be 
brought to the Committee in March 2024. 

 
4. The Committee’s schedule of business also provides scope for deep dives on compliance 

issues. Potential topics for consideration include: 
• information governance; 
• freedom of speech and academic freedom 
• consumer protection 
• export controls 
• in-country engagement with international applicants. 

 
5. The Committee is asked to discuss the approach to legal compliance reporting going forward 

and to agree priorities for compliance areas to be considered. 
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