
Findings and recommendations

Our Approach: Student-
Led Research

Responses for both questionnaire and 
Photovoice came from across our campuses, 
from Mile End to Holborn to Malta.

1. Questionnaire
We invited students to share their views on 
sustainability and campus life by answering a 
short questionnaire. 22 students took part. 

2. Photovoice Project
Students took photographs capturing their 
personal experiences, reflections, and ideas 
around sustainability at Queen Mary. These 
visual stories shared powerful insights into how 
sustainability is seen and felt across campus. 6 
students took part in Photovoice project.

Scan the QR code
To explore the questionnaire and
the Photovoice submission from 
students –  a reflection of how 
sustainability is seen at Queen 
Mary.

All students were awarded gift vouchers for 
compensation of their time.

Survey highlights and key themes: visualising student views

How can Queen Mary best support students to learn about sustainability? 

Queen Mary Academy  

Objectives
• What was the problem you were trying to solve? / What opportunity did you identify to enhance practice?
Key Words
• Include 3–5 key terms or phrases that summarise your project.
Methods

o briefly outline the approach or methodology used in your research, 
o give relevant details of participants e.g. numbers, faculty breakdown, pg/UK

• Results 
o present quantitative and/or qualitative findings in a clear, meaningful way, 
o use concise text and highlight key takeaways 
o use graphs, charts or visuals as appropriate

• Conclusions 
o summarise key findings and insights

• Project background info

• Split into survey and photovoice sections

Survey 
• Graphics showing participant details
• Analysis of answers

Photovoice
• Info about method
• Some example photos and text comments
• Analysis of responses

Conclusions
• Summary key findings
• LIP Recommendations 

Najia Ahmad, Shruti Sabnis, Dawud Hussain

Project background
As part of Queen Mary University’s commitment 
to sustainability and its 2030 Strategy, this project 
aimed to enhance student experiences and 
support learning about sustainability on campus. 
The project sought to find out how Queen Mary 
can best support students to learn about 
sustainability.

Results and Analysis 

What do students’ photos tell us? Capturing sustainability on campus 
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How well do you think Queen 
Mary currently supports 
sustainability learning?

Neutral

Not very well

Somewhat well

Very well

Well

However, not all students are aware of these stations. Enhancing 
student awareness through information or in teaching could make a 
big difference – for example, adding a poster explaining how batteries 
release zinc that harms the environment and some facts such as, 
around 20,000 batteries end up in landfill sites across the UK every year.

Students appreciate green spaces as 
essential parts of a sustainable campus. They 
offer a place to reconnect with nature and 
promote wellbeing and environmental 
awareness within university education. 

Recycling on Campus
Students are passionate 
about recycling and 
appreciate the battery 
recycling stations and 
clothes/book donation 
bins.

Green spaces

Bin Labelling & Food Waste Awareness
Clear labels on bins help students 
understand what goes where.
However, food waste bins are not very 
common. One was spotted on the Malta 
campus, but students expressed a desire 
for more dedicated food waste bins 
across all sites.

Battery recycling station 
at Malta campus

Book collection near Library 
Square Mile End 

Food waste bin at Malta 
campus

Labelled bins at Graduate 
Centre Mile End

Project contact: Dr. Steph Fuller,

 stephanie.fuller@qmul.ac.uk 

Students appreciate the 
availability of cycle 
shelters, promoting 
sustainable 
transportation options, 
and raising awareness 
of sustainability on 
campus. 

Cycle station at Mile End 
campus

This project found that students want to see more integration 
of sustainability into their education. Less than 50% of survey 
respondents thought sustainability learning was currently 
supported well at Queen Mary. 

For students, sustainability education is fully interlinked with 
visible sustainability on campus. Students want to see more 
action on campus, as well as workshops, and explicit support 
for sustainability from their lecturers. 

For those students who engaged in the photovoice research, 
this process resulted in them feeling more connected to 
sustainability and motivated to be part of ongoing 
improvements at the university.

Example poster making sustainability 
visible on campus

These pictures were taken outside Geography building at Mile End 
campus  
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