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PGCAP participants: Franziska Arnold-Dwyer, Ana Gutierrez del Arroyo and Ahmed Ismail

Ana Cabral and Steph Fuller — Queen Mary Academy

This study was developed in a module of our Postgraduate Certificate in Academic Practice
(PGCAP) - a qualification which is offered to our new academics
Module 4: Action (practitioner) Research is taught asynchronously via Qmplus with 107 participants to date.

&« c 0O @ gmplus.gmul.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=17005

v WEEK 1. WHAT IS ACTION (PRACTITIONER) RESEARCH? ¢*

BY THE END OF THIS TOPIC YOU WILL BE ABLE TO: 2. Use these reflective questions to guide your reflection on your practice (15')

3. Download the Action Research planner* and complete the first section (40")

« Describe the qualities of action research and types of action (practitioner) research
« Analyse your academic practice to identify appropriate areas for AR
« Reflect on, and formulate, possible research questions for your research

4. Record a video**(3 mins) and attach it to a post (Forum 1) (30'). Please tell us about your practice and

ADP7219 ACTION (PRACTITIONER) RESEARCH A21

the area of interest, concern orissue you intend to explore (please include this as the title of your post).

COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING ACTIVITIES: 5. Provide feedback to your peers (at least one) (20')

1. Watch a recorded presentation about Action Research (15'):

A > ADP7219 Action (Practitioner) Research A21

n I Module content and information I Introductions and expectations OUR ROOM: collaboration & feedback hat is action (practitioner) research?_1 Resources you may find useful:
Week 1: What is Action Research? Week 2: Reviewing literature Week 3: Methods to inform and evaluate the action . . . . .
2 7 ! - Koshy, V. (2010) Action Research for Improving Educational Practice. A Step-by-step guide. Sage,
Week 4: Reflecting and Evaluating Week 5: Addressing ethical concerns Weeks 6-11: Collaborating & planning Assessment “Q‘! Q IVl London. Second Edition. ISBN 0 978 1 84860 159 8 (Chapter 1: What is action research - pp.1-27)
Q) Queen Mary .
Welcome to ADP7219!

University of London ] Examples of Action Research projects

HOW WE ARE GOING TO WORK TOGETHER

‘ou will be filling in this planner incrementally following each topic and it will help form the basis for your assignments.

Qu een Mary I > amy QMUL's supported screen capture technology is Kaltura - there is an E-Learning Unit guide on using this here)

Welcome video_week 1

ADP7219: Action (practitioner) research

Y Queen Mary Week1: What is Action (Practitioner) Research?

* @ Forum 1:you and your practice #

This week you will need to upload a video (3 mins) about you and your practice.
Please tell us:

-your name and what you teach;

- area of interest/ concern/ issue you intend to explore in your action (practitioner) research project (please include
this as the title of your post).

As part of ongoing evaluation of our programme, this study intended to answer the question:
Does an asynchronous teaching and learning approach facilitate effective professional learning?

Average responses to the Likert scale questions (n=35 participants)

. . . Meaning makin iri
Most important factors for effective asynchronous experience & & Factors requiring further development
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Garrison, D. R., (2011). E-learning in the 21st Century (2nd ed.). New York: Routledge.

Peacock, S. & Cowan, J. (2016) From Presences to Linked Influences Within Communities of Inquiry. International Review of Research in
Open and Distance Learning 17(5):267-283

How (if at all) has the experience of studying asynchronously influenced your approach to teaching online?

It has helped to become more empathic with how
my students would feel on lectures online, adding
content to make it easier for them to grasp and
memorise the main topics of my lectures, so they
could come out with the correct answers at the end
of the term assessments. Also, to understand the
importance of stressing my availability if any doubts
arose that needed to be addressed

Studying asynchronously highlighted to me
how important it is to ensure that students feel connected to
their teachers and their peers, and vice versa. For my own
teaching practice this means that | am using ‘asynchronous
learning’ sparingly and supplemental to live sessions. There
are learning tasks that students can complete by themselves
and in their own time but these tasks need to be embedded in
a more comprehensive approach so that students have the
opportunity to check their understanding of course contents

and obtain constructive feedback

| believe studying parts of the PGCAP asynchronously was really
useful. It gave me the opportunity to live the asynchronous
teaching experience from the student chair. This helped me to
develop my teaching approach considering the student point of
view, as this type of study might be confusing for new students.
My own reflection on this practice allowed me to develop a
teaching approach which is a mixture of synchronous and
asynchronous active sessions. This approach proved to be efficient
as it increased the student evaluation score in the modules | teach.
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