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Research Degrees Students Writing-up Abroad

Updated by RDO 16 October 2025

Purpose of This Form
This form is intended for research degree students who plan to leave the UK for an extended period following their transfer into the final-year writing-up stage.
Please note that an extension of the period of registration will not be granted on the grounds of changing to writing up abroad.
Important Notes for Student Visa Holders
· Students cannot retain their visa if relocating overseas for the writing-up period. In such cases, visa sponsorship will be withdrawn, as QMUL is required to notify the UK Visa and Immigration (UKVI) authorities. 
· Students may return to the UK on a Visitor visa or another Student visa (a new visa application would be required, and another CAS will normally be provided for this purpose) to attend a face-to-face viva, or they may conduct the viva remotely, subject to agreement between the examiners and the supervisor.
Next Steps
Once the form has been completed and approved by the school, please email it to researchdegrees@qmul.ac.uk, copying in the student, the supervisor and the school’s Director of Graduate Studies (DGS).
	1. Student’s full name
	

	2. Student ID number
	

	3. School/Institute
	

	4. Date of relocation
	

	5. Has the student updated their “Term-Time Address” on MySIS, to reflect their overseas address? Please also indicate the address here.
	

	6. Are you compliant with Trusted Research and Export Control?
If your research involves any of the 17 sensitive areas of the UK economy you may need to consult with QMUL Trusted Research and Export Control team. 
Due Diligence & Compliance Officer: vp-trustedresearch@qmul.ac.uk
	

	7. Study support plan
Students and supervisors should enter a minimum of ten reports on the MySIS Supervision Log per academic year.
	

	8. Writing-up abroad resources:
Can the student and supervisor confirm that the student has access to all necessary resources to complete their thesis remotely and is on track to submit it within the current submission deadline?
	

	9. Writing-up abroad funded students:
If the student is funded, do the terms and conditions of their studentship permit them to write up their thesis while based abroad?
	

	10. Approval section for the Supervisor and the Director of Graduate Studies (DGS).

By approving this form, you confirm that:
a) the student has passed the expected academic progression points to date (e.g. the second academic progression review, which is a pre-requisite to transferring to writing-up status).
b) the student has been engaged in their studies their MySIS Supervision Log is up to date, showing records for a minimum of 10 supervisory meetings per academic year for full-time students (for part-time students, records for at least five supervisory meetings per year).

	Supervisor’s approval (name and date) 
	

	DGS’ approval (name and date) 
	



Next Steps for the School
Once the form has been completed and approved by the school, please email it to researchdegrees@qmul.ac.uk, copying in: the student, the supervisor and the school’s DGS.


Research Degrees Office (RDO) actions
The RDO will review the completed form and check the student’s record on MySIS to ensure:
a) the student has passed the expected academic progression points to date (e.g. the second academic progression review, which is a pre-requisite to transferring to writing-up status).
b) the student has been engaged in their studies, for example their Supervision Log must be up to date showing records for a minimum of 10 supervisory meetings per academic year for full-time students (for part-time students, records for at least five supervisory meetings per year).
c) if this form is for a student visa holder, the RDO will forward it to the Immigration Compliance Team: immigrationcompliance@qmul.ac.uk
d) RDO will save the form in the student’s file.
e) RDO will log an SCE note on the student’s MySIS record, stating:
The student has been authorised to complete their writing-up abroad, with effect from [date].
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